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KICK-START OF USING THE LIBRARY: 

1ST YEAR LIBRARY ORIENTATION & TOURS

SCIENCE STUDENTS

1. Library tour

� On 19th and 20th of January 

2011

� The students were divided in 

groups (30-40)groups (30-40)

�We had > 450 Sciences students

� Hand-outs to students: Library 

information about Sciences 

resources, services & facilities

� Help with the tours, was 

provided from Faculty staff and 

3 Info Librarians (Thanks!)



KICK-START OF USING THE LIBRARY: 

1ST YEAR LIBRARY ORIENTATION & TOURS

2. Library Orientation 

� Power Point presentation

� 30 min session before 

EduLink training

Overview of the Library, � Overview of the Library, 

Facilities and Services

� For all Faculties (outreach 

to students who will be 

doing Science subjects)

� Sciences on 25th January 



KICK-START OF USING THE LIBRARY:

TRAINING SESSIONS IN THE LIBRARY

Sign-up sessions (library foyer) involve learners registering to 
take classes (in their own time) on how to use the library 
and its resources. The sessions include training on:

� UJ Library Catalogue (how to search for print books 
& journals)

How to find information� How to find information

� Full-text databases (searching for academic journal 
articles)

� Internet and evaluating information from the web

The trainings are provided by the User Education Librarian 
on Wednesdays from Mid Feb 2011

Service to all Faculties



SCIENCES SUBJECT TRAINING

& COURSES SUPPORT

Examples from previous years



KICK-START OF USING THE LIBRARY:

SCIENCES SUBJECT TRAINING SESSIONS

Organised with the assistance of Lecturers:

� Related to an assignment or research project

� Library training in groups

� Create web page support

� EduLink links� EduLink links

Examples : 

� Geography 1st year Ext. (2007-2009)

� Geography 2A (Biogeography)(2010)

� Biochemistry 1st year (2010)

� Biochemistry 2A (every year)

� Chemistry 2B (every year)



GEOGRAPHY 1ST YEAR STUDENTS (EXT. DEGREE)

EXAMPLES (2007)



GEOGRAPHY 1ST YEAR STUDENTS (EXTENDED)

EXAMPLES: 2008



GEOGRAPHY 1ST YEAR STUDENTS (EXTENDED)

EXAMPLES: 2009 (CARTOGRAPHY)

http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbworks.com/Geography-1-Extended-Library-Research-Project

� 13 training sessions in small groups (61 students)

� Created web page with instructions on how to 

search for information for specific Assignment



GEOGRAPHY 2A: BIOGEOGRAPHY COURSE

EXAMPLE: 2010

ASSIGNMENTS ON MELVILLE KOPPIES & SA BIOMES

Problems prior 2010:

- Too many walk-in students requesting help on the same 
topic

Solutions in 2010:

� Group training session at Lecture Hall (~80 students)� Group training session at Lecture Hall (~80 students)

� Power Point Presentation with examples 

� Presentation hands-out & Reference techniques example 

� Created web page for this specific course

� Join in the tour at Melville Koppies with the students

Results:

� Positive feedback from students and lecturer

� Less walk-in students for help



http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbworks.com/Biogeography



BIOCHEMISTRY 1B: 

PRACTICAL

EXAMPLE:  JULY 2010

�Discuss & 

organise training 

with the lecturer

�On “Finding 

information for information for 

Scientific Report”

� Power Point 

training with 2 

groups at CLab

� Instructions on 

the Biochemistry 

Subject Portal



WAY FORWARD FOR 2011



WAY FORWARD IN 2011

�How to connect with 1st year students?

�What library support do they need?

�What resources will be most appropriate?

�How can we achieve participation and 

collaboration from students collaboration from students 

�Collaboration between the library and the 

academics

�How we can measure the impact of the 

library on students performance?



MAKE USE OF SOCIAL

NETWORKING TOOLS TO

CONNECT WITH STUDENTS

Link all Social tools on EduLink 



FACEBOOK: MEET STUDENTS IN THEIR SPACE

http://www.facebook.com/pages/UJ-Sciences-Librarian-Hot-Alert/131460826920515



TWITTER: 

TWEET RELEVANT CONTENT AND BUILD DISCUSSION FORUM

http://www.twitter.com/ujlibscience



DELICIOUS: SOCIAL BOOKMARKING

TAG USEFUL ARTICLES OR WEBSITES & LINK TO EDULINK

http://delicious.com/tags/sciencelibrarian



BLOGS: USE BLOGS FOR COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS & 

CURRENT INFORMATION. 

http://ujscienceslibrarynews.wordpress.com/author/ujscienceslibrarynews/



LIBRARY SUPPORT VIA

EDULINK

CREATE PRESENCE WHERE YOUR

USERS ARE

Link together available library 

services, resources, social tools, 

information literacy instructions, etc. 

through EduLink



LIBRARY PRESENCE @ EDULINK (1)

The most important resources & services the Librarians

can provide are:

� Guidelines to complete a research assignment or write a

report on a topic. (Self-paced tutorial, information literacy quiz,

or a subject related course to improve information finding, research

and writing skills).

� Reference sources such as encyclopaedias, dictionaries or

handbooks.handbooks.

� Theses and dissertations of other students.

� Databases with full-text, citations or abstracts

� Subject specific journals & articles

� Quality Internet resources.

� Plagiarism, referencing and citation style guide(s).

� Guidelines on evaluating Internet information.

� Library resources.

� Videos, Twitter, Facebook, Blogs, Delicious & chat



LIBRARY PRESENCE @ EDULINK (2)

� Previous exam papers.

� What to do if you need help?

� Electronic Course Reserves. (This would include materials 
placed on Reserve in the library by the lecturer).

� Newspapers, national and international news sources.

� Email alerting services to inform you of current 
information available on your research topic.

� Access to other university library catalogues.� Access to other university library catalogues.

� Access to online help when searching specific 
databases.

� Tools to help you manage your research process.
(Online research and report writing tool to help you gather, 
manage and store information, and generate citations and 
bibliographies in a required referencing style).

� Contact details of subject librarian.

� Subject Portals links

� General information, e.g. library hours, loan rules, 
days closed, etc.



WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE MOST

APPROPRIATE FOR 1ST YEAR

STUDENTS (ON EDULINK)

Links to:

•Subject Librarian Portals & social tools

http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbworks.com/

•Subject Librarian Portals & social tools

•Individual online books or chapters of books

•Journals of interest or specific articles

•Online Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

•Educational videos on relevant topics

•Information Literacy tools (Searching Online; 

Reference techniques;  Plagiarism, How to…?

•Web links to information (Google Scholar; How 

staff is made; etc.)



http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbwiki.com/Chemistry





DEWEY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM OF BOOKS
http://bpeck.com/references/DDC/ddc_mine500.htm



ONLINE POSTER: WRITING A RESEARCH REPORT
SIMILAR POSTERS CAN BE CREATED TO MEET STUDENTS NEEDS

http://ujsciencelib.glogster.com/writing-a-research-report/



http://www.lib.purdue.edu/phys/assets/SciPaperTutorial.swf



PLAGIARISM

LIBRARIAN PORTAL

http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbwiki.com/Library-Resources%3A-Plagiarism



MCGRAW-HILL ENCYCLOPEDIA AND DICTIONARY; 

VIDEOS, STUDY CENTER, MULTIMEDIA

http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/





COURSES EXAMPLES OF

RESOURCES FOR EDULINK

•Chemistry 1

•Physics 1

•Mathematical Sciences 1

•Life & Environmental Sciences 1



EDULINK SUPPORT: CHEMISTRY 1A

INTERACTIVE TUTORIAL

http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/research/



EDULINK SUPPORT: CHEMISTRY 1A

VIDEOS: HTTP://WWW.PERIODICVIDEOS.COM/



EDULINK SUPPORT: CHEMISTRY 1A

VIDEOS FROM ACCESSSCIENCE
http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/multimedia.aspx



EDULINK SUPPORT: CHEMISTRY 1A

DICTIONARIES ONLINE

http://0-www.oxfordreference.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/

http://0-ccd.chemnetbase.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/



EDULINK SUPPORT: CHEMISTRY 1A

RSC WEB RESOURCE

http://www.chemspider.com/



EDULINK SUPPORT: PHYSICS 1

VIDEOS AND ANIMATIONS (ACCESSSCIENCE)
http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/multimedia.aspx



EDULINK SUPPORT: PHYSICS 1

VIDEOS AND ANIMATIONS (ACCESSSCIENCE)

http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/multimedia.aspx



EDULINK SUPPORT: 

PHYSICS 1

VIDEOS AND

DICTIONARY



EDULINK SUPPORT: 

MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES 1

http://ujsciencelibrarian.pbwiki.com/Applied-Mathematics-and-Mathematics



http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/



http://0-www.accessscience.com.ujlink.uj.ac.za/



EDULINK SUPPORT: 

LIFE & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 1 



IN CONCLUSION

The support for1st year students will be in the form of:

� Library orientation and tours (January)

� General Library trainings (throughout the year)

� Subject Librarian support (throughout the year)

- Individual or Group instructions (walk-in & online)- Individual or Group instructions (walk-in & online)

- Help with assignments (via EduLink & Web content)

- Science Librarian Portal and links to support content 

and resources

- EduLink support and communication

� Collaboration between the library and academics

- Continuous assessments of impact



THANK YOU!


